
gress beyond the test

ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͘ �����/Ɛ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�Ă�ďĞƩĞƌ�

way than ESEA to

improve the learning

skills and knowledge of

our students? Does ESEA

need to be changed?

Without a consensus on

this issue, we as League

members will have our

ŚĂŶĚƐ�ƟĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�

to comment or encourage

a change in the ESEA.

While Congress recognizes

the flaws in the Act, they 

have not acted to change

it, which leaves the

current law in place. Will

League members be hap-

py to reduce themselves

to bystanders if this act

stands or new proposals

are worse?

t Ğ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŝƚƐ�ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ�

to do our homework so

we can be advocates!

This fall, Leagues across

ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝͲ

ƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ĂŶĚ�

consensus process for a

ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZŽůĞ�ŽĨ�

the Federal Government

ŝŶ�WƵďůŝĐ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘

You are likely aware

that there are some big

changes being discussed

for our public schools

ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͘ ��^ŝŶĐĞ�

the LWVUS currently has

ŶŽ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐƐƵĞ͕�

we will not be able to

support or oppose, or

even comment on the

proposals. Congress has

been considering the

ƌĞĂƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�

Elementary and Second-

ĂƌǇ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ��Đƚ�;�^��Ϳ͕�

which includes the No

�ŚŝůĚ� >ĞŌ� �ĞŚŝŶĚ� �Đƚ͕ �

(NCLB). While NCLB is

credited with raising the

awareness that some chil-

ĚƌĞŶ� ǁ ĞƌĞ� ďĞŝŶŐ� ůĞŌ�����

behind, the act is general-

ly viewed as a failure. In

fact, by 2014, the year

that all schools in the US

should be 100% compli-

ĂŶƚ͕ �ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�

most if not all will not

meet AYP (adequate year-

ly progress). NCLB does

not recognize growth if it

does not meet the bench-

mark, and the emphasis

ŽŶ� ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚŝǌĞĚ� ƚĞƐƟŶŐ�

ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂůůŽǁ �ĨŽƌ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�

thinking curriculum or

measure a child’s pro-
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It’s Our Turn to Study!

This is the first in a  series 

of special Issue Briefs

designed to help League

members in Illinois get

up to speed on the

EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�

and consensus project.

The briefs will touch

on the issues and we will

reference the longer,

more detailed issue

reports with a web

address for those who

wish to read further.

About this Issue Brief

South Suburban Cluster: Dolton/Harvey/Riverdale, Homewood-Flossmoor, Palos-Orland, & Park Forest



t Ğ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�Ă�ŐĞŶͲ

ĞƌĂů� ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�

role of the federal govern-

ŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�

this issue brief. We will

also endeavor to help you

understand why and how a

League study and consen-

sus are done.

In future issues we will

zero in on two important

components being studied:

�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�&ƵŶĚŝŶŐ�Θ��ƋƵŝͲ

ty, and Common Core

Standards.

�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ� ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ�

Equity deals with resources

ĂŶĚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�

to all students, those from

our affluent neighborhoods 

and those from high pov-

erty neighborhoods.

Common Core Standards

provide a consistent, clear

understanding of what

students are expected to

learn and stay the same no

ŵĂƩ Ğƌ� ǁ ŚĞƌĞ� ƚŚĞǇ� ůŝǀ Ğ͘ ��

This will ensure that

students are receiving the

same high quality educa-

ƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�

and from state to state.

from all sides. Consensus

questions provide struc-

ture for the meeting.

Members discuss the pros

and cons until it becomes

clear that consensus has

or has not been reached

on each quest ion.

Each local League will

Consensus is not a vote.

It is a mutual agreement

of League members who

have arrived at the agree-

ment through discussion.

During discussion, every-

one has an opportunity to

voice their viewpoints, and

the issue is examined

have a discussion leader

to help keep the group

focused on the task at

hand. When consensus is

reached it must be

approved by the local

board before being posted

on the LWVUS website.

Local Leagues will conduct

the study and come to con-

sensus by November of 2011.

Consensus reports are due

into the LWVUS website by

November 30 , 2 011.

The LWVUS will analyze all

responses and write the

position paper. The LWVUS

Board of Directors will ap-

prove the official position on

the Role of the Federal

Government in Public Educa-

tion by March of 2012.

All local Leagues will then be

able to advocate with the

LWVUS position on this

national issue. And we

should all have an excellent

grasp of this issue after our

study and review of all the

background materials. And

we will have done our home-

work!

The Role of the Federal Gov-

ernment in Public Education

study was first proposed and

passed in June of 2010 at the

Atlanta, Georgia League of

Women Voters Convention.

The LWVUS Board of Direc-

tors approved the study in

October of 2010 and ap-

proved the study materials

and consensus questions in

A p r i l o f 2 0 1 1 .
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T i m e l i n e f o r t h e S t u d y

The LWVUS

Board of

Directors will

approve the

Žĸ ĐŝĂů�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�

of the Role of

the Federal

Government in

Public

�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�by

March of 2012.

S p e c i a l I s s u e B r i e f

Find the Materials

on: www.lwv.org

- click For Members

- click Programs & Projects

- Click Federal Role in Educ.

zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�Į ŶĚ�Ă�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

the study, Leaders Guide,

ƐŽŵĞ��ǆĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ�̂ ƵŵŵĂƌŝĞƐ͕ �

ĐĂŵĞƌĂ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�

ŶĞǁ ƐůĞƩ ĞƌƐ͕ �ďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌͲ

ŵĂƟŽŶ͕ �Ă�ǁ ĞďŝŶĂƌ��ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ͘

You can invite the public to

join you in the study process

but only League members

ĐĂŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶͲ

sensus.



The Federal Government began

giving land grants to build schools

back in the late 1700s. In the 1800s

Congress granted surplus funds to

ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘ ��/ŶƚŽ�

the 1900s colleges were receiving

grants and the GI Bill was a boon to

soldiers returning from war.

^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŵĂŶĚĂƚĞĚ�

and many handicapped children

ǁ ĞƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ͘��

Programs like Head Start recog-

ŶŝǌĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ� ŽĨ� ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�

children at risk into school early.

As we headed into the 21st Centu-

ƌǇ͕�ƚĂůŬ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ŽŶ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�

ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟͲ

Ɵǀ Ğ͘��ZĞĨŽƌŵ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ �ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽĨ�

ŽƵƌ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͘ ���ĐĐŽƵŶƚĂďŝůͲ

ity looms large as laws like No Child

>ĞŌ��ĞŚŝŶĚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƐƚĂŬĞƐ�ĐŽŶƐĞͲ

quences for struggling schools.

>ĞĂŐƵĞ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�

study. Talk to your friends

and neighbors and invite

them to join you in the

study. Only League mem-

ďĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�

consensus but the study

part will be very informa-

Ɵǀ Ğ͘��dŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�

Let your local League Presi-

dent know that you are

ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�

in the study and consensus.

Start viewing the research

material on the LWVUS

website (See Find the Mate-

rials on page 2). Offer to 

serve on your local

proposed will likely have a

big impact on our local

public schools for some

ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ͘

Lets get informed so we

can have a discussion with

our Congressmen about

what’s best for our next

ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘

tor into your consensus

discussions.

Right now there is a lot of

education news in our

newspapers and on our

local media. This is a hot

topic right now. If we have

children in public schools,

or grandchildren, or if we

live in a house in a neigh-

borhood, we should be very

interested in the quality of

our local public schools.

Nothing impacts the value

of your home or your com-

fort zone like the schools in

your neighborhood. There

are lots of good schools

and some not so good. We

need to be aware of the

changes being proposed so

we can speak up when our

support is needed.

League members have

put together some very im-

pressive research and it is

available on the LWVUS

website. We do not have to

reinvent the wheel on this,

all we have to do is read.

You might want to read

the consensus questions

before reading the materi-

als so you can keep in mind

which information will fac-

W e w i l l t a k e a L o o k a t o u r H i s t o r y

H o w y o u c a n h e l p

R e s e a r c h H a s b e e n d o n e
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We need to be

aware of the

changes being

proposed so we

can speak up

when our

support is

needed.

Will they be racing to

the top soon?



have your consensus all wrapped

up by November 15th. All con-

sensus results must be posted

on the consensus form on the

LWVUS website by November

30th and your local League

Board must review and accept

your consensus before that can

Look for the Leader’s Guide on

the LWVUS website. It has

ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƐƚĂƌƚͲ

ed.  One of the first things each 

local League will do is select the

best person who will be a good

Leader to guide everyone

through the consensus process.

Consider joining up with anoth-

er League in your area. Find a

good speaker who can help you

understand the funding equity

issue, perhaps a school superin-

tendent or business manager

from your local school district.

KƉĞŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďͲ

lic. Plan your study so you can

be done.

Don’t miss this opportunity.

We need every good opinion

ĂŶĚ�ůŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͘ ��

We need to consider the pros

and cons of any and all proposals

made to improve our public

schools in the near future.

Please join us.

N A T I O N A L E D U C A T I O N S T U D Y

G e t t i n g S t a r t e d

League of Women Voters - South Suburban Cluster

�ŽŶ͛ ƚ��Ğ�>ĞŌ��ĞŚŝŶĚ͊ ͊

 Begin your study in late Summer/Early fall

 Study the Issues

 �ŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ǇŽƵƌ��ŽŶƐĞŶƐƵƐ�D ĞĞƟŶŐ

 Report your Consensus Results to LWVUS by November 30, 2011


