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E l g i n  A r e a

V O T E R
June 2011

President’s Corner
Sigi Psimenos
It’s summertime! I hope everyone has the 
opportunity to take some time off! On that note, 
we’ll keep this issue of the Voter short and sweet.

In League,

Sigi

In this Issue:
President’s Corner ........................................................1

Reminder: Membership Dues ......................................1

Upcoming Events .........................................................2

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  ........................................2

LWVEA Co-Sponsors Kids Count Symposium in 
October .........................................................................3

Federal Education Study Committees Now Forming ..3

How to Run for Office: A Woman’s Focus ..................4

Be sure to 
follow us!

Don’t miss our calendar 
of  “Upcoming 
Events” on page 2

Online readers try this: 
Download the file to your 

computer and open the document using 
Adobe’s free Acrobat pdf viewer. 

This gives you the flexibility to zoom in 
to a size that’s comfortable for you to read 
(“Actual Size” is my fave for Voter). 

Plus you’ll be able to navigate by clicking the 
bookmarks & hyperlinks, for instance the Table of 
Contents, any of the contact emails, or “see Page ___”

Reminder: 
Membership Dues
Dennis Schwank 

If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, 
please take a minute to write a check to 
LWVEA for $60, if an individual member, 
or $90, if a household.  Of course, you 
may want to add a little, as some of us do, 
as a contribution to our worthy cause.

Please remit to: D SCHWANK
                               1034 RIVIERA DR
                                ELGIN IL 60124-3120

Questions or comments?  Please 
contact Dennis Schwank, Treasurer, 
LWVEA at (847) 697-5507.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/LWV-of-the-Elgin-Area/294856100888
mailto:dschwank13%40yahoo.com?subject=Membership%20Renewal
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Upcoming Events
Date Time Place Description 
Tuesday, July 19, 
2011 

7:00PM Gail Borden Library City Council Study Outreach. 
In conjunction with the 
ECN”s Elgin Alive series

Wednesday, 
July 20, 2011 

7:00pm Tyler Towers Clubhouse
1450 Plymouth Ln, 
Elgin, IL 60123 

Board Meeting. 
Attend this action-oriented meeting 
to bring our local programs alive. 
Key community issues are always 
discussed in a non-partisan manner.  

• Saturday, 
September 17

• Saturday, 
September 24 

• Saturday, 
October 1 

• Saturday, 
October 15 

9:00am-
12:00pm 

Elgin YWCA, 
220 East Chicago Street, 
Elgin, IL 60120 

How to Run for Public Office: A 
Woman's Focus. 

Are you interested in becoming a civic leader? Let us help you.  

The YWCA Elgin and the League of Women Voters of 
Elgin/Carpentersville are offering a four week workshop 
that will help participants understand the process of 
becoming a civic leader and how to achieve this goal. 

The program is scheduled to occur over the course of four 
(4) weekends, from 9:00am - 12:00pm each day: 

- Early Bird Registration: $90.00 (deadline: July 1, 2011) 
- Registration Fee: $120.00 after July 1, 2011 

For more information, or to register, visit www.ywcaelgin.org or 
call the YWCA Elgin at 847.742.7930

Thursday, 
October 13, 2011

8:30 a.m. 
– 1:30 
p.m.

DePaul University – 
Naperville Campus

Voices for Illinois Children Kids 
Count Symposium

Leading experts discuss the 
importance of the years from 
birth to 8 and how these years 
impact life- long learning

Wednesday, 
December 14, 
2011 

TBD The Anvil Club, 309 Meier 
Ave, East Dundee, IL 60118 

LWV Annual Holiday Dinner. 
Join us for the League's annual holiday 
dinner on Wednesday, December 
14th, 2011 at the Anvil Club. 
Additional details to be provided.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Would you like to serve on the Community Garden Network Committee?  If 
so, please contact Donna Askins at donna.askins@gmail.com or 815.751.2799. 

League Committee Members are needed for the Elgin City 
Council Study.  Contact Wendy Covich at w.covich@dla-ltd.com 

mailto:donna.askins%40gmail.com?subject=Community%20Garden%20Network%20Committee
mailto:w.covich%40dla-ltd.com?subject=Elgin%20City%20Council%20Study
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Federal Education Study 
Committees Now Forming
Laurel Bault

If the federal role in public education is on your interest radar – now is the 
time to join one or both of the study committees!  LWVEA will be joining 
with the League of Central Kane County to complete this timely and critical 
consensus process.  The Education Study scope focuses on public education 
from preK through grade 12, with a focus on (sub-committee 1) Common 
Core Standards, and (sub-committee 2) Funding and Equity Issues.  

While the complete timeline and committee meeting schedule has not 
yet been finalized, the consensus must be approved by our board at the 
November 16, 2011 meeting to meet the submission date set by LWVUS.  

On October 19, 2011, 7 p.m. at Batavia Library, Batavia, IL – Ralph Martire 
from the Center for Tax and Budget Accountability will be presenting 
on the funding issue for all interested, so mark your calendar now. 

To join one of the two committees (or both) please contact Laurel 
Bault – EA Study Chair via e-mail at laurelbault@yahoo.com.  Please 
title your e-mail as LWV Education Study.  To access the study guides 
and background papers on standards and funding issues, click here 
or search for education study on the homepage of lwvus.org.  

LWVEA Co-Sponsors Kids Count 
Symposium in October
Laurel Bault

The 2011 Illinois Kids Count data book, published by Voices for Illinois Children, looks at the 
many factors that prepare children to have the greatest opportunities for learning in school.   By 
the end of third grade, children should be ready to make the shift from “learning to read” to 
“reading to learn” — a critical building block for continued success.  Much goes into preparing 
children for this transition, from high-quality early learning opportunities to good health to 
supportive families and communities.  The Kids Count Symposium will provide the opportunity 
for attendees from Suburban Cook, DuPage and Kane Counties to hear leading experts discuss the 
importance of the years from birth to 8 and how these years impact life- long learning.  Because 
the League of Women Voters and public policy are key components to healthy families and 
communities, our board voted to become a co-sponsor of this event.  Please mark your calendars:

Voices for Illinois Children Kids Count Symposium
Thursday, October 13, 2011
DePaul University – Naperville Campus
8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
For more information, please contact Laurel Bault at laurelbault@yahoo.com.

mailto:laurelbault%40yahoo.com?subject=LWV%20Education%20Study
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Public_Education&Template=/TaggedPage/TaggedPageDisplay.cfm&TPLID=112&ContentID=16956
http://www.lwvus.org
http://www.voicesforkids.org
mailto:laurelbault%40yahoo.com?subject=Kids%20Count%20Symposium
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How to Run 
for Office: A 
Woman’s Focus

How to Run for Office: a Woman’s Focus 
Are you interested in becoming a civic leader? Let us help you.  

 
The YWCA Elgin and the League of Women Voters of Elgin/Carpentersville are offering a four week  

workshop that will help participants understand the process of becoming a  
civic leader and how to achieve this goal. 

September 17, 2011 • September 24, 2011 • October 1, 2011 • October 15, 2011  
    Nuts and Bolts of Running for Public Office •  Building Your Leadership Team  •  Fundraising Activities  •  Mobilize to Win Election Day 

 
9:00am - 12:00pm 

YWCA Elgin, 220 E. Chicago St., Elgin, IL 60120 
Registration Fee: $120.00 after July 1, 2011 

 
Act Now! - Early Bird Registration: $90.00 (deadline: July 1, 2011) 

 

For more information or to register visit ywcaelgin.org or call the YWCA Elgin at 847.742.7930 
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Learn sustainable skills

Feed the hungry

Play with your kids

Meet your neighbors

www.facebook.com/ElginCommunityGardens
No FaceBook account required!

        THE
MEDICINE       Christopher H. Scalzitti, R. Ph. 
        STOP The Pharmacy that Cares About Your Health

        860 Summit Street – Elgin, IL. 60120 
(847) 742-7740              -      Fax (847) 742-0167 

                                        Judi Brownfield 
                                                    Head Bookworm 
#1 BEST SELLERS                                    ALL GENRES 
                                    New & Gently Read Books 
                    Browse Books -   Sip A Cup – Meet a Friend 
                     1100 South St. Elgin, IL    (847)888 – 1860 
                                   www.booksatsunset.com 

STEFFEN, KELLY & STEFFEN 
 
 

F. JOHN STEFFEN 
Attorney at Law 

 
 
 
 

17 Douglas Avenue 
Elgin, IL. 60120 

 
(847) 741-0503                                                                  Fax:   (224) 629-4827 
E-mail :  jsteffen@steffen law.net                           Website:  steffenlaw .net        

shales mcnutt construction 

Jack Shales 
jackshales@shalesmcnutt.com         (847) 989 7470 cell 

425 Renner Drive              P  (847) 622 1214              shalesmcnutt.com 
Elgin, Illinois 60123 F  (847) 622 1224 

  The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political 
organization, encourages the informed and active participation of 
citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major 
public policy issues and influences public policy through citizen     
                               Education and advocacy. 

                      *  * * 
The League of Women Voters of the Elgin Area invites you  to 
       Become a member of this active, grass-roots oriented     
  organization.  Individual membership is $60 and $90 for  
   each additional member at the same address.  $30 student 
           membership.  Please send this coupon with your 
                                 payment payable to: 
             LWVEA, 569 Franklin Blvd., Elgin, Il. 60120 

Name____________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip____________________________________ 

Phone (home)________________(work)________________ 

Email_________________________________________ 

                                                                                          

   Kirkpatrick, Jones & Herzog 
      Insurance Agency, Inc. 
 
 

 
      William “Bill” Jones 
           Proprietor 

19 S. Spring Street               (847) 741-9393                    
P. O. Box 765                                   Fax (847) 741-9480 
Elgin, Il, 60121-165 

        THE
MEDICINE       Christopher H. Scalzitti, R. Ph. 
        STOP The Pharmacy that Cares About Your Health

        860 Summit Street – Elgin, IL. 60120 
(847) 742-7740              -      Fax (847) 742-0167 

                                        Judi Brownfield 
                                                    Head Bookworm 
#1 BEST SELLERS                                    ALL GENRES 
                                    New & Gently Read Books 
                    Browse Books -   Sip A Cup – Meet a Friend 
                     1100 South St. Elgin, IL    (847)888 – 1860 
                                   www.booksatsunset.com 

STEFFEN, KELLY & STEFFEN 
 
 

F. JOHN STEFFEN 
Attorney at Law 

 
 
 
 

17 Douglas Avenue 
Elgin, IL. 60120 

 
(847) 741-0503                                                                  Fax:   (224) 629-4827 
E-mail :  jsteffen@steffen law.net                           Website:  steffenlaw .net        

shales mcnutt construction 

Jack Shales 
jackshales@shalesmcnutt.com         (847) 989 7470 cell 

425 Renner Drive              P  (847) 622 1214              shalesmcnutt.com 
Elgin, Illinois 60123 F  (847) 622 1224 

  The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political 
organization, encourages the informed and active participation of 
citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major 
public policy issues and influences public policy through citizen     
                               Education and advocacy. 

                      *  * * 
The League of Women Voters of the Elgin Area invites you  to 
       Become a member of this active, grass-roots oriented     
  organization.  Individual membership is $60 and $90 for  
   each additional member at the same address.  $30 student 
           membership.  Please send this coupon with your 
                                 payment payable to: 
             LWVEA, 569 Franklin Blvd., Elgin, Il. 60120 

Name____________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip____________________________________ 

Phone (home)________________(work)________________ 

Email_________________________________________ 

                                                                                          

   Kirkpatrick, Jones & Herzog 
      Insurance Agency, Inc. 
 
 

 
      William “Bill” Jones 
           Proprietor 

19 S. Spring Street               (847) 741-9393                    
P. O. Box 765                                   Fax (847) 741-9480 
Elgin, Il, 60121-165 

http://www.facebook.com/ElginCommunityGardens
mailto:w.covich%40dla-ltd.com?subject=Voter%20Ad
www.tastecaferoma.com
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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages the informed 

and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase the understanding of major 

public policy issues and influences public policy through citizen education and advocacy.

The League of Women Voters of the Elgin Area invites you to become a member of this active, grass-

roots oriented organization. Membership costs: $60 Individual; $90 Household; $30 Student. 

To join, please send this form and your payment payable to: League of Women 

Voters of the Elgin Area, 569 Franklin Blvd., Elgin, IL 60120

Name:  __________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________

City, State, Zip:  ___________________________________

Phone (home):  _____________ (work):  _______________

Email:  __________________________________________
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Sponsor your local League with a Voter ad!
Contact Wendy Covich 

at w.covich@dla-ltd.com 
for more information.

E l g i n  A r e a

http://www.booksatsunset.com
http://www.steffenlaw.net
http://www.shalesmcnutt.com
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League of Women Voters of the Elgin Area
1450 Plymouth Lane 

Elgin IL 60123

The Elgin Area League thanks our 2011 - 2012 Patrons for their support.

                                                     
 

                                                                                                                              

                                                         
www.kctcu.org 

K  C  T   CREDIT UNION 

1.888.741.3344 

                                                                   Eric Bouton 

SUPER PRINT      President   
                                                                                      
Complete & Professional Printing Services                 Printing                           
                                                                              Full Color Copying 
                                                              High Speed Copying 
          847-697-4300                               Same Day Service 
       Fax 847-697-4391                           Pick-up & Delivery 
  Email – super.print@sbcglobal.net 

     160 E. Chicago Street – Downtown Elgin, Illinois 60120        
 

Villa Verone 
Ristorante Italiano 

Join us for lunch or dinner. 
Party Room also available.

13 Douglas Avenue - Elgin, IL. 60120 847.742.0263 - 
www.villaverone.net 

BMW MoneyWorks
Building & Monitoring Wealth 

Barbara  M. White, CFP® 

T: 847.867.3078    F: 847.220.9296 
E:  Barb@bmwmoneyworks.com 
www.bmwmoneyworks.com 
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